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Rose and John Gibson enjoying the day with their recently acquired 1938 Packard Twelve 1608 Brunn AW Cabriolet 
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It’s The People That Make 

Us Stay 

We all know there’s something 

special about vintage cars, and 

that’s why we own and cherish 

them…..they are the reason we 

get together at shows, or for ac-

tivities with our cars….Full 

Classics from the Coachbuilt 

era, non-Classics, pre-war, post-

war…..it makes no difference. 

They’re all amazing! As the say-

ing goes……..“it’s the cars that 

bring us together, but the people 

that make us stay.”  

    Ah, the people.  They come 

together vicariously through 

their cars in so many different 

ways, and great friendships are 

made and remain for life.  Con-

sider the outpouring of love and 

support of those in the hobby, 

both from our Club and others, 

who came together to pay their 

respects for long-time friend, 

and SSR member, Marty 

Luepker, who passed away re-

cently. What a fine gentleman 

he was……..Rest In Peace, 

Marty. 

    The people make us stay. 

Some of finest people I know 

are in this hobby and they will 

invariably drop everything to 

help a fellow member on their 

car.  I know this to be true for I 

needed some help recently re-

moving the gas tank on my ‘34 

Lincoln, and so Bob and Todd 

and John and Kevin and Jim 

came over…..they were all 

there. And when I needed to 

move the car to a different loca-

tion, there was Dave who didn’t 

hesitate to offer a helping hand. 

    The point I’m making is 

this……..your fellow Club 

members are there to help, they 

want to help, for they share the 

same passion as you do for these 

old cars. I bet they’d be there for 

you on any matter.   

    Need some help on your car, 

or perhaps just a shoulder to 

lean on………….I’m there, just 

let me know.  

 

John 
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Across the Editor’s Desk 

In Memoriam 

Martin R. Luepker 

AP R I L  1 ,  1 9 3 9  –  AP R I L  1 9 ,  2 0 2 2  

 
Martin ‘Marty’ Ralph Luepker, age 83, died sur-
rounded by family on April 19th, 2022. He is sur-
vived by his wife of 60 years, Sue, children Jill 
(Dan Magoc) and Marty; grandchildren, Danielle, 
Allison, Emily and Martin, and too many friends to 
note, having never met a stranger. 
    Aptly born on April Fool's Day, Marty was 
known for his kindness and wonderful sense of 
humor. A life-long South St. Louis resident, to-
gether with Sue he traveled the world from Rome 
to Hawaii. 
    When he was 20, Marty expanded his 100-
year-old family sheet metal business into Luepker 
Heating and Cooling with his father, Marty Sr. In 
1993, Marty and Sue bought the former Al 
Smith’s, a historic tavern in Dutchtown. Together 
they rehabbed the building and went to great 
lengths to furnish it with items found in other St. 
Louis landmarks to preserve pieces of rich St. 
Louis history. If you sat down across the bar from 
Marty during The Feasting Fox Restaurant’s 25 
years, you’d quickly learn that he could share a 
story on any topic from local history to teaching 
an Oscar winning actor to drive. 
    Marty was well known among the various car 
clubs around St. Louis including the Model T Ford 
Club of Greater St. Louis, Horseless Carriage 
Club of Missouri, Inc., Classic Car Club of Ameri-
ca, and the Moon Club. His connections to cars 
led him to sourcing vintage cars for several well-
known movies. 
    If you met Marty once or knew him a lifetime, 
you know he always had a story.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Marty and Sue with Myrna and I in the 1993 St. Patrick’s      
Day Parade in our 1936 Cord Phaeton. 
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You can now place an ad in the 
Spark Plug! Buy the full year.  

 

Full Page Ad 7x10” 

$40.00 per issue or 
$210 for a full year 

Half Page Ad 7x5” 

$30.00 per issue or 
$150 for a full year 

Business Card Ad 3.5x2” 

$20.00 per issue or 
$90.00 for a full year 

 

We ask that advertisers submit ads 
reflecting services or businesses 
consistent with our members’ in-
terests. Digital graphics are not 
required but will result in a higher 
quality advertisement. If submit-
ting a hard copy of graphics please 
make sure there are no fold lines, 
tears in the paper or information 
that is not accurate. 

  

Make checks payable to: 

Spirit of St. Louis Region 
CCCA 

Send payment and 
graphics to:  
Jim Schild, 

5 Rowan Oak Lane 
Columbia, IL 62236-4148 

jschild@htc.net 

For more information con-
tact: 618-281-3311 

Payment in full must be received before 
ads are published. Ads must be received 
prior to each deadline. If purchasing full 
year package the same graphics and or 
wording will be used each time unless 
otherwise notified before the next dead-
line. Deadlines are the 20th of every 
other month. Spirit of St. Louis Region 
CCCA reserves the right to refuse adver-
tisement space. The Spirit of St. Louis 
region CCCA does not assume liability, 
either implied or expressed as to accura-
cy of any ad. The Spirit of St. Louis Re-
gion CCCA does not insure or endorse 
any product or services advertised. 

ADVERTISEMENTS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Two very well attended Spirit Nights.  

It’s great to be able to provide venues 

for members to get together again.  

March at Basso in the Cheshire Inn - we 

filled our two long tables.  April at Fal-

lon’s Irish Pub in Olivette - we filled 

their meeting room.  John Hartmann 

gave us a presentation on the turbine 

technology development that eventually 

resulted in the Chrysler Turbine car at 

the National Museum of Transportation 

in Kirkwood. 

    The fifty-ninth Easter Concours d’El-

egance hosted by the Horseless Carriage 

Club of Missouri, Inc., at the upper 

Muny parking lot in Forest Park was 

attended by more than 300 cars, includ-

ing eight Classics brought by members 

and at least one that looked and sounded 

like a member: the show’s poster car 

1931 Marmon (Charles Gallagher), 1924 

Dorris (George Dorris IV), 1925 Rolls 

Royce Silver Ghost (Wendell Smith), 

1926 Franklin (Glen & Janice Pykiet), 

1929 LaSalle (Todd Tobiasz), 1931 Ca-

dillac (Jim Gormley & Todd Tobiasz), 

1938 Packard 12 by Brunn (John & 

Rose Gibson), 1939 Jaguar SS (Phil 

Taxman). 

    Looking forward we’ve got Train-

wreck Saloon on Manchester in Rock 

Hill for Tuesday, May 3.  Then in June 

our host will be Wendell Smith on 

Wednesday, June 1, at The Post Sports 

Bar & Grill in Creve Coeur. And Wen-

dell will be providing a program on tour-

ing with a Classic car.  He should have 

lots of examples from his two-week tour 

with the Rolls Royce Owners Club 

through Virginia last fall.  My favorite 

image from that trip was seeing a 90+ 

year old Rolls-Royce fording creeks 

flowing over the roads. 

    We have our first event on the SSR 

calendar for this year. Thank you to Ste-

phen Brauer for welcoming club mem-

bers to the Hunter Classics Collection 

Friday, May 6, at 1 pm.  It’s been a 

while since we’ve visited and we’re get-

ting a great response to this event.   

    Our next event has been organized by 

Barb Knudsen.  Melba and Wayne No-

lan are long-time members of the Horse-

less Carriage Club of Missouri.  They 

will be opening their collection in Ar-

nold to us on Sunday, June 5.  They are 

collecting primarily pre-war cars, many 

in original condition (lots pre-WWI!).  It 

is a varied group of Dodge Brothers, 

Moons, and Buicks, plus many more.  

They brought four cars to the Easter 

Show: 1916 and 1932 Chevrolets, 1915 

Dodge Brothers, and 1935 Chrysler Air-

flow (owned for many years by Oliver 

C. Joseph). 

    We are still looking for events for the 

remainder of the year that will allow us 

to get out, spend some time together, 

and maybe meet some new friends.  Feel 

free to share your ideas and host an 

event.   

 

Todd 

mailto:jschild@htc.net
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May SPIRIT NIGHT 

 

Then           Now 

 

Where:  Historic Trainwreck Saloon 

 9243 Manchester Road 

 St. Louis, MO  63144 

(314) 962-8148 

When:  Tuesday, May 3, 2022, 6:00 PM 

Host:  Bob Radel 

 



 



Shawn Dougan accepting the award from the FIVA Con-

cours d’Elegance in Europe, Class Postwar 1946-1960, for 

Hyman’s 1949 Delahaye 135MS Coupe (NC, but should 

be) by Ghia Aigle   

(Shown Right) 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim and Lisa Hendrix’  beautiful 1935 Jaguar SS 2.7 L Air-

line Saloon at the 2022 Amelia Island show. Manns Photo. 

 



A nice crowd attended our Spirit Night at Basso in 
Clayton in the basement of the Cheshire Inn. 

Our April Spirit Night was at Fallon’s Irish Pub in 
Olivette and we were educated by a presentation by 
John Hartmann about Turbine cars. Above & right. 

 

2022 Kicks on 66 Ultra Car Show & 
Cruise 

September 10, 2022 

On The Hill Golf Course & Lounge,  
Edwardsville, IL On historic Route 66  

 

For our 3rd Annual Kicks On 66 I want to see a nice 

row of CCCA entries from the Spirit of St. Louis Re-

gion; more than just these 2 from last year. 

    Entries in the show continue to be FREE. 

Register on-line on the event website:  

Register your ride - KICKS ON 66' 

    Public admission for this year will also be FREE. 

The club may have space adjacent to their display of 

cars for a tent.  The space remains FREE.   

    So, come out and enjoy this wonderful event as we 

celebrate the breadth of motordom; cars and motorcy-

cles spanning all eras and types from the earliest brass 

to the latest exotics.  All vehicles are displayed on the 

fairways of the golf course. 

Everyone enjoyed the good food and fellowship at 
Basso in March.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday September 10, 2022 

11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

On the Hill Golf Course & Lounge 
American Legion Post #199  
58 South State Road 157  
 
Edwardsville, IL 62025 
www.KicksOn66.org 
Jeff Kennedy 

 

Show Field Chair 

jkennedy.design@gmail.com 

618.520.3901 

https://www.kickson66.org/register-your-ride.html#/
http://www.KicksOn66.org
mailto:jkennedy.design@gmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poster and photos of Charles Gallagher’s 1931 Marmon 

by Larry Hassel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Model: Natalia Cantwell. 

<<Left: Photo of Rose and John Gibson and their 

1938 Packard Twelve at the Easter Show  

by Sidney Steinhauefel. 



Rose and John Gibson’s 1938 Packard Twelve 1608 

Brunn All-Weather Cabriolet. 

Above and Below: Phil & Lupe Taxman’s 1939 Jaguar 

SS 2.5 L Saloon. 

Todd and Amber Tobiasz’ 1929 La Salle 328 Phaeton. 

Todd & Amber Tobiasz’ 1931 Cadillac 7 Passenger 

Sedan driven to the show by Jim Gormley. 

Wendell Smith’s 1925 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost 

Buckingham, Brewster. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Myrna and I are glad to finally have our 1929 Cadillac Fleetwood Transformable Town Cabriolet back in the gar-

age at home. After a 23 year long sleep in the garage, then eight months in the Museum of Transportation we 

traded its space in the trailer for the 1909 Auburn (NC) Myrna took to the Easter Show, putting the Cadillac back 

where we can work on it and get it running again. I hope to get the time to get it doing what it is supposed to do. 

It has not run since November,1998.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I did not have a chance to get pictures of Rose and John Gibson’s beautiful new acquisition at the Easter Show 

so I found this stock photo of the car and thought it would be nice to study. This is a 1938 Packard Twelve 1608 

with a rare Brunn All-Weather Cabriolet Style Number 3987. The front roof is removable and the rear is collapsi-

ble. This car is on a 139.875 -Inch wheelbase and has a  473.3 cubic-inch engine. Its price new was $7,475.00.  



 

 
THE CLASSIC BOOKSHELF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SSR Region proudly announces a re-issue of the book Fleetwood, The Company and The Coachcraft, by 

Region member James J. Schild.  Long out of print, and a must for all Classic Car enthusiasts, the book is 

printed on high quality paper, and is the authoritative work on Fleetwood coachwork supplied to the finest 

American and European car manufacturers. Awarded the prestigious Maurice Hendry Award for excellence 

in journalistic contributions by the Cadillac & La Salle Club in 2012, and the Thomas McKean Memorial 

Cup by the Antique Automobile Club of America in 2013.  Brown leatherette cover with gold foil stamping, 

464 pages, 1100 b/w illustrations. $99.50 postpaid.  International buyers, please contact us for a shipping 

quote. Order your copy today from the SSR Region via email at ssr.ccca@yahoo.com, or via our webstore at 

www.spiritccca.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The SSR has a limited supply of the award winning book, The Classic Era, by the late Beverly Rae 
Kimes, available for sale. Hardcover,  8-1/2 x 11, 720 Pages. The top and bottom cover Classics are 
owned by SSR members. These books are brand new and a must for the Classic Car enthusi-
ast.  $50.00. To reserve a copy, contact Bob Radel at 314-991-3590. 

 

mailto:ssr.ccca@yahoo.com
http://www.spiritccca.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOOKING FOR LeBARON—Spirit of St. Louis Region CCCA Project 
 
Portfolio of four beautiful color illustrations of LeBaron coachwork; 1923 Isotta-Fraschini; 1932 Chrysler 

Custom Imperial; 1963 Imperial LeBaron; 1931 Pierce-Arrow. 8 X 10 size is very suitable for framing.  In-

cludes an historical overview that reveals LeBaron’s secret!  $27.00 ppd. On line please ; spiritccca.com click 

on "store tab' at top of page.     

http://spiritccca.com


CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Jim Schild 

5 Rowan Oak Lane 

Columbia, IL 62236 

May 2022 

>>Spirit Night, Trainwreck Saloon, Rock Hill, MO, Bob Radel, Host 3 May, 2022 

>>Hunter Classics Collection Tour, Bridgeton, MO, Stephen Brauer, Host 6 May, 2022 

>>Williamsburg Grand Classic, CCCA 11-14 May, 2022 

Friendship Village Show, Bill Albertin, Packard Club 27 May, 2022 

 June 2022 

>>Spirit Night,  Post Sports Bar& Grill, Wendell Smith, Host 1 June, 2022 

>>CCCA Museum Experience, Gilmore Classic Car Museum, Hickory Corners, MI 3-5 June, 2022 

>>Garage Tour, Melba and Wayne Nolan, Arnold, MO 5 June, 2022 

Packard National Meet, Alexandria, VA 4-10 June, 2-22 

Cadillac & La Salle Grand National, Overland Park, Kansas 8-13 June, 2022 

Cars with Class Father’s Day Show, MOT, HCCM 19 June, 2022 

>>Spark Plug Deadline for Submissions 20 June, 2022 

Pierce Arrow Society Annual Meet, Buelton, CA 20-25 June, 2022 

July  2022 

>>Spirit Night, TBD 5 July, 2022 

St. Louis Car Museum Annual Car Show, Joe Scott, Jr. TBD 

>>CCCA Grand Classic, Pacific Northwest Region 26 July, 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Lowell getting some needed maintenance done on his Classic 1934 

Lincoln 12 KA Limousine with a little help from some friends.  

Todd Tobiasz Photo.  


